FROM REV. VINCENT BLACK
Beloved People of God.
This month I celebrate nine years of having the privilege to serve as your
priest at Church of the Ascension. On September 1st, 2013, I began as
priest-in-charge as we stepped out in faith together to see where the Holy
Spirit might lead us. Until 2019 I served both on the bishop’s staff as Canon
for Christian Formation and as priest-in-charge here at Ascension. In 2018
Roger and I sold our house and in summer moved into the rectory at your
request. I began serving as rector in January of 2019. So many things have
happened in the past nine years! I invite you to take a moment to think about the past nine years. What do
you remember? What things have you been involved with at Church? What has happened? What stands out?
Baptisms, confirmations, receptions, weddings, funerals, classes, celebrations, repairs, new experiments,
wonderful celebrations, painful and challenging and occurrences. Nine full years of life, Spirit led life, here
at Church of the Ascension! Have you been here all nine years or have you recently joined or did you join
somewhere in-between?
As we begin our tenth year together, we do so in prayer, with gratitude and hope. We also do so in light of
the parish survey concerning our mutual ministry, reflecting on our prayer for the Church of the Ascension.
And we do so with our eyes and hearts turned toward 2025 when this parish will celebrate 150 years of
continuous ministry and worship. We do so with four weddings to be celebrated here in the next six months.
We do so having just completed our last Frankfurter Friday of the season and preparing to have our second
annual car show on September 11th. We do so with the company of Clarke Mortensen, an intern we will
walk with in discernment about entering the process of ordination to the priesthood. (Clarke also begins on
September 11th.) We do so as the Church.
On many occasions you have heard me remind you that you are the Church, the Body of Christ and that
each of us has a very important role to play as members of the body. We have a variety of gifts and talents
as well as challenges and opportunities for growth. Together we can grow into the full stature of Christ, but
only together. We need each other to be the Church and to provide opportunities for people to gather in our
gardens, in our lots, in our rooms, in our prayers, and in our hearts. We need each other to provide meals and
conversation, shawls and Holy Communion, hospitality and classes. We need each other to provide a sacred
space for the world to encounter the Holy One through our stained glass, our music, our laughter, and our
joy. We need each other to be the Church, the Body of Christ here and now.
So as we begin our tenth year together I invite you to prayerfully consider how blessed we are to be part of
this holy community and this holy place. I invite you to continue to pray for each other and for me that we
may be bold in our witness to the gospel and committed to growing in our love and knowledge of God. I
invite you to respond to God with generosity as followers of Jesus Christ.

God loves you. No exceptions.®

FROM SUSAN O’DONNELL, SENIOR WARDEN
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SEPTEMBER MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
Dear Worshippers,
September. Wow. Just like that (snap) it is September.
Today I just want to say thank you. We enjoyed a wonderful summer at Ascension:
Beautiful Services, Community Meals, Frankfurter Fridays, Our Beautiful Grounds,
Wonderful Hospitalities, and a Wonderful Response to our Parish Survey. It is YOU the
Church of the Ascension that makes this possible.
YOU are the hands, feet, and love of the Body of Christ.
Father Vincent was busy toooo this summer. He participated in two national conferences and represented
Ascension at Bellwether Camp. Some people may say at Sunday service “You mean he is gone again”. But
understand that by participating in these events our beloved Priest grows too, and as Father Vincent grows
and learns so do we, the people of God. The world is changing before our eyes. By participating in events
beyond our four walls, Father Vincent sees us in the larger world. In turn he grows too and ultimately brings
his experiences to further our own opportunities in Christ at church.
Now we look forward to fall. The Second Annual Car Show is right around the corner. Why a Car Show?
Why? Believe me as I spend my time planning the event, I ask myself this repeatedly.
Ascension boasts enormous grounds for a landlocked city. But do we use our grounds? It certainly is
our blessing. It is what makes us stand out from other churches in Lakewood. I ask again, do we use our
grounds? We do have Frankfurter Fridays on the front lawn. This year we had Ascension Market in the
spring and added a Bike Rodeo. We also have Sunday 8am outdoor Worship. We also did Carols and Cocoa
on our front lawn (personally a very fun time).
The car show is just another way to attract people to our church, use our enormous parklike grounds and
highlight the loving caring people we are. It brings people to our church that may never come to meet us.
Last year we raised $2,000.00 dollars at the Car Show.
Fiscally we were blessed this year. The holy spirit acts again, and the Diocese raised our grants from $15,000
dollars to $30,000 dollars. This happens because of Father Vincent and his ability to plan worship and bring
God to us. Next year we are guaranteed $15,000 dollars in grant money from the Diocese but after that
these grants will cease.
How do we continue to fiscally exist? We must bring Ascension to others, show them our love, and GROW.
We must GROW. Anyone can see that families move continually throughout their lives as job opportunities
change and the world today so much smaller in size than how it used to be. In the future we cannot count
on life-long parishioners, parishioners so devoted to the Ascension as we enjoy now.
So as our world changes it is our duty to change and evolve too. The “word” must get out to people from all
walks of life about our love as Christians. Our Ascension prayer demands this of us. And we are beginning to
do just that……From Frankfurter Fridays, outdoor Worship, Community Meals, AA Meetings, Shawl Ministry,
the Cookie Walk, Carols and Cocoa, an ever evolving Ascension Market and now a Car Show. See we too are
diversifying and acting to bring God to all.
Hope to see you at the Car Show. It is just a very fun time!
Prayerfully submitted with gratitude, Susan O’Donnell
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BISHOP SELECTION NEWS
l

The slate of candidates for Bishop of Ohio is to be presented mid-August.

l

Get to know the slate through Meet and Greets. Meet and Greets are open to all.

		
m Thursday, October 27th, 6:00-8:00pm, Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland
		
m This is in-person and live streamed
The election of the Bishop will take place at our 206th Annual Convention, Downtown Cleveland
		 November 18th-19th. Ascension will send three delegates.
l

The Consecration of the new Bishop of Ohio will be April 29th, 2023 at 11:00am.
		 The Most Reverend Michael Curry will serve as the presider.
l

Church of the Ascension is one of about 100 churches just in northern Ohio according to Reverend Purdom. We
are so grateful for the Diocese’s investment in our church that has allowed Church of the Ascension to keep our
doors open and grow into a church with a fulltime priest.
Let us pray for all those voting for the new Ohio Bishop. May we prayerfully participate in the Meet and Greets
whether in person or online. Prayerfully may we listen to those from our own parish as they participate in the
Diocesan voting process.
The prayers and service for the Ordination and Consecration of the Bishop begin on p.511 of the Prayer Book.
Presented with gratitude, Susan O’Donnell

CALLING ALL SINGERS
The Choir has been in hiatus but will begin practicing for September. If anyone not
already a member would like to sing, check in with either Margie or Jon to let us know!
We practice at 7:00 on Thursdays and at 9:45 before the service on Sunday.
As Jon says: THOSE WHO SING PRAY TWICE!
Also, parents put the 2nd Sunday starting in September on your calendar as
the children will come with me to learn a song to perform!!!

SHAWL MINISTRY
Shawl ministry will resume on Wednesday September 7, 2021.
We will meet in Ascension hall at 1:30 pm. We will continue meet
on the first and third Wednesday of each month.
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Church of the Ascension Policies Concerning COVID-19 Updated on February 20, 2022
Masks and social distancing are encouraged but not required inside the building for those fully vaccinated.
Anyone who wants to wear a mask for continued protection as well as anyone unvaccinated or who has respiratory
issues or concerns is highly encouraged to wear a mask.
Everyone is expected to continue washing hands thoroughly as well as sanitizing all chairs, handles, switches,
and surfaces.
We continue to sanitize the building by fumigation monthly.
Community meal organizers are to strictly follow safety policies and cleaning practices.
Groups may serve coffee and other refreshments. Cleaning practices are to be strictly followed.
All participants are encouraged to sing along with both pre-recorded and live singing.
We will continue to offer the peace without moving from our places through a bow or gesture rather than through
a hug or handshake allowing people to maintain their personal space.
We will continue to stand for communion until further notice.
No one should receive from the chalice if they are uncomfortable and/or unsafe to do so. We believe in the doctrine
of concomitance which means one receives the full benefit of the sacrament whether they receive one or both
forms of bread and wine.

Noon day prayer Tuesdays At 12:12pm via conference call
On Tuesdays there will be a conference call enabling you to call in and join Father Vincent and other
members of our Ascension community for:
-Noonday Prayer (10 minutes),
-A reflection from Forward Day by Day (5 minutes),
-Time for us to check-in with each other (20 minutes),
-Time to ask questions and exchange information (10 minutes),
-Prayer for the Church of the Ascension.
This will give everyone access to our priest and allow us to continue together in prayer and fellowship.
We will start noonday prayer promptly at 12:12 and end just before 1pm.
Please do not call in before 12:05pm.
You can call in for all or part of the time.
We will use the Book of Common Prayer pp. 103-107.
Dial-in number: (425) 436-6300
Access code: 593523#
Use *6 to mute and un-mute yourself when trying to talk.
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SUNDAY 10:30AM SERVICE

The entire service is streamed live each Sunday at 10:30am on
The Church of the Ascension Facebook page
facebook.com/pg/ascensionlakewood/videos/,
and at www.ascension-lakewood.org.

BOOK STUDY

Our bishop is encouraging every congregation to offer a book study of our colleague the Rev. Rosalind Hughes’s
excellent book, Whom Shall I Fear? Urgent Questions for Christians in an Age of Violence.
He will reimburse any congregation for the cost of the books.
Father Vincent will offer two free 10 week classes, one on Zoom and one in-person.
Anyone interested in participating in either the zoom class or the in-person class and/or committed to reading the
book please call or sign up in the office by July 17th so that we can order the appropriate number of books.
Zoom class will be on Wednesdays 6-7:30pm: Wednesday August 3rd-October 5th.
In-person class will be on Thursdays 6-7:30pm: Thursday August 4th-October 6th.

AFTERNOON GUILD
Kick-off is on Wednesday September 14 th
Set-up at 12pm – Lunch at 12:30pm
Soup, salad, and beverage provided. Bring your own sandwich
RSVP to the church office or Margie Hildebrandt.
Q/A
What is Afternoon Guild? On the third Wednesday of each month, people gather to share lunch and often an
educational speaker.
Who provides lunch? Each month it is different. Sometimes it is brown bag lunch. Sometimes it is a catered lunch.
Sometimes a small group will prepare the lunch to share and sometimes we go out to a restaurant for lunch.
Who can join? All parishioners are welcome to come and even bring a friend if they wish.
What is the programming like? At our meeting in April, Julie Exline, a parishioner, and Religious Studies Professor at
CWRU spoke about fear and religion. Other talks have been travel talks, flower arranging, and health coaching as
examples. We work to incorporate the group’s interests into the presentations.
Each year we work to donate to the community whether we collect diapers or toys for a toy drive.
Are there dues? In the past, five dollars has been collected at each meeting.
Who should I contact if I am interested? Please contact the church office or Margie Hildebrandt for further information.
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OFFICE HOURS CHANGE
Effective Monday, August 8th, the office is closed on Mondays.
Office Hours are: 9am – 1:30pm, Tuesday - Thursday

PET BLESSING AND MEMORIAL
There will be a blessing of the animals and pet memorial service on Saturday, October 1st at 10:30am
in the West Garden. If you intend to have the remains of your pets spread in the holy circle, please contact
Father Vincent by Sunday September 25th. Memorial offerings may be made to support our garden fund.
All live pets are to be caged or leashed. Stuffed animals welcome as well.

A General Thanksgiving
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of
this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and
for the loving care which surrounds us on every side.
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and
for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.

Church of the Ascension
2nd Annual Car Show
Sunday September 11th.
10:30am - 3:30pm.
Rain Date Sunday September 18th.

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that
lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for
the truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying,
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all
places, may give thanks to you in all things.

Car Collectors Welcome.
Trophies, Food, Raffle Baskets,
50/50 Raffle and Music
Welcoming the community to
Church of the Ascension

COLLECTING CLOTHES
Collecting Clothes for St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Box is outside the office. Please only clean and
lightly worn clothing. Highly needed are seasonal men’s and children’s items.

8:00 SERVICE RITE I
The 8am Rite I Holy Eucharist will resume indoors on September 11th.
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GARDEN & YARD CLEANUP
Saturday, September 3rd, 9am
Please join us for a garden & yard clean-up at 9am.
Note for your calendar: garden and yard clean-ups are the first Saturday
of each month at 9:00 am. Many hands make light work!

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS FOR THE NEXT SPIRES?
Do you have something you would like to see in an upcoming issue of the Spires?
Please submit your items by the 18th of the month to danielvanah16@gmail.com

2022 FUNDRAISING AND EVENT SCHEDULE
Car Show: Location, Outside, Church Grounds
Sunday, September 11th. 10:30am - 3:30pm
Rain date, Sunday the 18th
October Trunk or Treat: Location: Outside, Church Parking Lot
Sunday, October 30th, following Sunday Service
Cookie Walk: Location, Inside, Strom Hall
Saturday December 10th
Cookies and Cocoa: Location: Outside, Front Lawn
Sunday, December 11th, Dusk, Caroling and Cocoa
Left over Cookie Walk Cookies pre-boxed for sale.

ASCENSION NIGHT OUT IS COMING BACK!
I am pleased to announce that after a 2 and a half year hiatus Ascension Night Out is coming back. Make sure
to mark your calendar and save Wednesday, October 19th as a must attend celebration!
We will meet at 6:00 P.M. for fellowship, food and fun!
The location of our first dinner out will be announced in upcoming Sunday Service bulletins (starting midSeptember), in the October Spires and on the Ascension website.
Faithfully,
Jim Weiss,
Ascension Night Out Coordinator
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September
2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

3
9 am - Yard &
Garden Cleanup

4

8
1:30 pm - 7
5:30 pm Shawl Ministry
Community Meal
Ascension Hall
6-7:30 pm
6-7:30 pm
Book
Study
Book Study
In -person Class
Zoom Class

5

6
5:30 pm - Trials for
Hope Meal
12:12 pm- Noon
day prayer via
conference call

11
8 am- Service
10:30 am- Service
Children sing
10:30am – 3:30pm
2nd Annual
Car Show

12

13
12:12 pm- Noon
day prayer via
conference call

14
12:30 pm Afternoon Guild
Ascension Hall

18
8 am- Service

19

20
12:12 pm- Noon
day prayer via
conference call

1:30 pm - 21
Shawl Ministry
Ascension Hall

27
12:12 pm- Noon
day prayer via
conference call

28

8 am- Service

10:30 am- Service

10:30 am- Service

26
5:30 pm - Trials for
Hope Meal
9:30 am- Family and
25

8 am- Service

Intergenerational
Service
10:30 am- Service

6-7:30 pm
Book Study
Zoom Class

6-7:30 pm
Book Study
Zoom Class
6-7:30 pm
Book Study
Zoom Class

15

9

10

16

17

23

24

6-7:30 pm
Book Study
In -person Class

22
6-7:30 pm
Book Study
In -person Class

29
6-7:30 pm
Book Study
In -person Class

30
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SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS
BIRTHDAYS

BIRTHDAYS
September 5:
September 06:
September 08:
September 09:
September 09:
September 11:
September 12:
September 13:
September 13:
September 13:
September 13:
September 14:
September 15:

Sally Gazala
Alisha Conway
Steve Ashby
Eleanor Jones
Jennifer Spada
Richard Ballard
Marjorie Hildebrandt
Leah DeJesus
Jeffry W. Knapp
Gilbert Newlands
Gregory Sent
Hugo Hildebrandt
Christina Ferraro

September 17:
September 22:
September 23:
September 24:
September 26:
September 27:
September 27:

John Mohlar
Nancy Murphy
Kent Johnson
Cole Spada
Mark Lewallen
Codi Hildebrandt
Ava-Joyce Lewallen

ANNIVERSARIES
September 03:
September 11:
September 18:
September 26:

Christina Ferraro & Joseph Kidwell
Michael Black & Michael Crowdes
Courtney Maddocks & Raymond Semproch
Rosemary & Richard Ballard

You can pick Church of the Ascension to donate to
on amazonsmile and amazon will donate a
percentage of your total purchase to the church.

FINANCIAL OFFERINGS TO THE CHURCH
Please mail in your pledges/financial offerings so we can continue with the
ministries of the church as well as meet our financial obligations.
USE YOUR SMART PHONE TO SCAN THE CODE BELOW

Or visit: ascension-lakewood.org where you can make a one time donation or set up
continuing donations. Please join us in helping to keep The Church of the Ascension
strong and able to meet the needs of an ever-changing world.
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