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Welcome to the  
Church of the Ascension 

 

We are pleased to have you worship with us. 
 
By entering Church of the Ascension and by your presence here (indoors 
and outdoors), you consent to be photographed, filmed, livestreamed, 
and/or otherwise recorded. Your entry constitutes your consent to such 
photography, filming, livestreaming, and/or recording and to any use, in 
any and all media for Church of the Ascension and the Episcopal Diocese 
of Ohio. If you do not agree to the foregoing, please request to be seated 
in the no camera area. 

 

 
The references on the right side of the bulletin are as follows: 

BCP indicates the Book of Common Prayer.  

EOW indicates Enriching our Worship, a supplemental liturgical 

material.  

Hymn and “S” numbers indicate the Hymnal 1982 

 “S” indicates service music found at the front of the hymnal 

 
Finding Your Way 

Elevator: Across from the church office, exiting at the East 

Entrance.  Handicapped parking spaces are near the 

entrance and in the parking lot. 

Restrooms: Upper Level – Through the door to the left of the 

altar (NW), past the chapel, past the library, 

and to the right of the church office. 

 
If visiting or new please fill in, tear out,  

and drop in collection plate 

Name 

email address 

Phone number 

Mailing address   



 3 

Church of the Ascension 
January 4, 2026 

Epiphany 
Holy Eucharist, 10:30am 

Rite II, Expansive language 

Please note that in our liturgy when we refer to God we cannot 

adequately verbalize the magnitude and comprehensiveness of God's 

diversity and are always limited by our use of language. We 

acknowledge that although Jesus was born into history as a man, 

neither God the Father nor God the Holy Spirit were embodied with 

human sex. Although our language is often not all inclusive we believe 

God always is. God made human beings in God’s own image with 

complexity and diversity. Thank you for sharing your diversity and 

complexity with us as we worship God together. 

             The Liturgy of the Word  

When the Voluntary begins, please maintain prayerful silence. 

Voluntary: Prelude on Dix W. Lawrence Curry  

Opening Hymn: As with gladness men of old H119 

  Tune: DIX 

1. As with gladness men of old 

did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, 

leading onward, beaming bright; 

so, most gracious Lord, may we 

evermore be led to thee. 

2. As with joyful steps they sped 

to that lowly manger-bed; 

there to bend the knee before 

him whom heaven and earth adore; 

so may we with willing feet 

ever seek the mercy-seat. 

 
 

 



 4 

3. As they offered gifts most rare 

at that manger rude and bare; 

so may we with holy joy, 

pure and free from sin's alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ! to thee, our heavenly King. 

4. Holy Jesus! every day 

keep us in the narrow way; 

and, when earthly things are past, 

bring our ransomed souls at last 

where they need no star to guide, 

where no clouds thy glory hide. 

5. In the heavenly country bright, 

need they no created light; 

thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

thou its sun which goes not down: 

there for ever may we sing 

alleluias to our King. 

Welcome / Invitation to Sunday School 

Opening Acclamation (The people standing) BCP 351 

Presider Blessed be God: most holy, glorious and undivided Trinity. 

People And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

Song of Praise:    St. James Gloria 

  Tune: Angels We Have Heard on High 

Glory be to God on high,  

To all people, peace on earth 

Angels, shepherds drawing nigh 

Join to celebrate His birth.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Jesus Christ, we now declare 

Lamb of God and Lord of Love.  

Grant us mercy, hear our prayer,  

Give us grace from heaven above.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
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Praises to the Holy One,  

Praises sing in highest heaven;  

To the Father and the Son 

And the Holy Spirit given.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

The Collect for Epiphany 

Presider God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the 

peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your 

presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

People sit for the reading of the lessons 

A Reading from   Isaiah  60:1-6 

Arise! Shine! Your light has come; 

    the Lord’s glory has shone upon you. 

Though darkness covers the earth 

    and gloom the nations, 

    the Lord will shine upon you; 

    God’s glory will appear over you. 

Nations will come to your light 

    and kings to your dawning radiance. 

Lift up your eyes and look all around: 

    they are all gathered; they have come to you. 

Your sons will come from far away, 

    and your daughters on caregivers’ hips. 

Then you will see and be radiant; 

    your heart will tremble and open wide, 

    because the sea’s abundance will be turned over to you; 

    the nations’ wealth will come to you. 

Countless camels will cover your land, 

    young camels from Midian and Ephah. 
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They will all come from Sheba, 

    carrying gold and incense, 

    proclaiming the Lord’s praises. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Reader We will stand and sing the psalm. 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14(metric text) Tune: St. Stephen (H73) 

 (The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns) 

1. Send us, O God, the One whose reign  

Will make your justice known,  

Who will deal fairly with your land,  

The poor, and all your own, 

2. Who will defend the needy poor  

And make oppression cease;  

Let every mountain, every hill,  

Bring righteousness and peace. 

3. Send us the One who will endure  

While sun and moon remain  

And who will come like springtime showers  

And as refreshing rain.  

4. In that day let all those who live  

In righteousness increase,  

And till the moon shall be no more.  

Let there be ample peace.  

5. Let kings from Tarshish and the isles  

Come and their tribute bring;  

Let Saba and Arabia  

Come with their offering. 

6. Let kings bow down, let nations serve  

The One whom God has blessed,  

Who shall deliver those in need  

And those who are oppressed. 
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7. God’s Chosen One will pity those  

Who have no wealth or might;  

The blood of those oppressed and wronged  

Is precious in God’s sight.  

The people sit. 

A Reading from   Ephesians 3:1-12 

This is why I, Paul, am a prisoner of Christ for you Gentiles. 

You’ve heard, of course, about the responsibility to distribute God’s 

grace, which God gave to me for you, right? God showed me his 

secret plan in a revelation, as I mentioned briefly before (when you 

read this, you’ll understand my insight into the secret plan about 

Christ). Earlier generations didn’t know this hidden plan that God 

has now revealed to his holy apostles and prophets through the 

Spirit. This plan is that the Gentiles would be coheirs and parts of the 

same body, and that they would share with the Jews in the promises 

of God in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I became a servant of the 

gospel because of the grace that God showed me through the 

exercise of his power. 

God gave his grace to me, the least of all God’s people, to preach the 

good news about the immeasurable riches of Christ to the 

Gentiles. God sent me to reveal the secret plan that had been hidden 

since the beginning of time by God, who created everything. God’s 

purpose is now to show the rulers and powers in the heavens the 

many different varieties of his wisdom through the church. This was 

consistent with the plan he had from the beginning of time that he 

accomplished through Christ Jesus our Lord. In Christ we have bold 

and confident access to God through faith in him. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

The people stand 

Sequence Hymn We Three Kings H128  

  Tune: Three Kings of Orient 

1. We three kings of Orient are, 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, 
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moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

Refrain: 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 

gold I bring to crown him again, 

King for ever, 

ceasing never 

over us all to reign. (Refrain) 

3. Frankincense to offer have I: 

incense owns a Deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, 

gladly raising, 

worship him, God Most High. (Refrain) 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, 

bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain) 

5. Glorious now behold him arise, 

King and God and Sacrifice; 

heaven sings 

alleluia: 

alleluia the earth replies. (Refrain) 

Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  

 according to Matthew 2:1-12 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during 

the rule of King Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. They 

asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star 

in the east, and we’ve come to honor him.” 
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When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in 

Jerusalem was troubled with him. He gathered all the chief priests 

and the legal experts and asked them where the Christ was to be 

born. They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet 

wrote: 

You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

        by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah, 

            because from you will come one who governs, 

            who will shepherd my people Israel.” 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the 

time when the star had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you’ve found 

him, report to me so that I too may go and honor him.” When they 

heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east 

went ahead of them until it stood over the place where the child 

was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. They entered 

the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their 

knees, they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and 

presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Because 

they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back 

to their own country by another route. 

Presider The Gospel of our Savior. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

The people sit 

The Sermon Rev. Keith Owen 

The people stand 

The Nicene Creed BCP 358 

“The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP 851). 

We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in 

God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer of all creation, as the source 

of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and 

community which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. We do not say these words as some sort of litmus test but 

as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God with 

generations of Christians who have gone before us and with 

generations who will come after us. 
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We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

  and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father,  

 Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 

 Who has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People, Form VI BCP 392 

Stand or kneel as the Holy Spirit leads.  

The Leader and People pray responsively. 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  

Silence 
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For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Archbishop-designate Dame Sarah Mullally, Sean, our Presiding 

Bishop; Anne, our Bishop; Keith, our supply priest; Clarke, our 

seminarian; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

In the Diocese of Ohio, we pray for St. Peter’s Church, Lakewood, 

and for Church of Our Saviour, Akron; St. Paul's Church, Akron; and 

St. Philip's Church, Akron, and their surrounding communities; 

For all who serve God in the Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation (especially… 

the names on the long-term prayer list are read). 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O Sovereign God; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 

kingdom (especially… the names of the recently deceased are read). 
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Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

Presider says 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to 

do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Confession of Sin BCP 360 

The Presider says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Presider and People 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace BCP 360 

All stand 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

For those celebrating birthdays 

Zander Gillies 

Nicholas Masola 

Susan O’Donnell 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 

your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 

in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness 

all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Announcements 

The presider asks visitors to fill out the information at the bottom of page 2,  

then highlights the announcements.  

The Holy Communion 

The Offertory Sentence 

Offertory: What Star is This Richard Shephard 

  Violin: Cara and Cory Clemens 

What star is this, with beams so bright, 

more lovely than the noonday light? 

‘Tis sent to herald forth a King, 

Glad tidings of our God to bring. 

True spake the prophet from afar 

who told the rise of Jacob's star; 

and eastern sages with amaze 

upon the wondrous token gaze. 

To God the Father, heavenly Light, 

to Christ, revealed in earthly night, 

to God the Holy Ghost we raise 

our equal and unceasing praise. Amen 

All stand 

The Presentation of God’s Tithes and Offerings  

The gifts of the people are presented at this time  

as the congregation sings. 
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Presentation: In the Bleak Midwinter H112 vs. 4 

  Tune: Cranham 

4. What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him--give my heart. 

The people remain standing 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 361 

Presider May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Presider proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a 

new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory 

in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus and Benedictus  St. James Sanctus  

  Tune: Jesus, Our Brother, Kind and Good 

Presider and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, is he who comes in the name of the Lord,  

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel and the Presider continues 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 

have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 

people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus 

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 

of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 

worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People (spoken) 

We remember Christ’s death, 

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 

We await Christ’s coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 

this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 

Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 

through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 

your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, 

the mother of Jesus, and with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 

author of our salvation. 
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By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) BCP 364 

People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

       on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

       who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever.   Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept 

Fraction Anthem St. James Agnus Dei 

 Tune: What Child Is This? 

O lamb of God, O Holy Child, 

Who takes the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, lamb so mild, 

The babe, the son of Mary. 

This, this is your body given, 

Your precious blood, the gift of heaven. 

Take, eat, for we are one 

In the babe, the son of Mary. 
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The Invitation to Communion BCP 364 

Presider says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance 

that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

All people are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  Children of all 

ages are included in this invitation.   

The presider invites those not receiving the sacrament to make a 

spiritual communion, led by the reader. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

 from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of 

your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being 

celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I 

remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your 

resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot 

receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 

beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this 

life and in the life to come. Amen. 

Communion Music: The snow lay on the ground H110

  Tune: Venite adoremus 

1 The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright, 

When Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night. 

Venite, adoremus Dominum, 

Venite, adoremus Dominum. 

Refrain: 

Venite, adoremus Dominum, 

Venite, adoremus Dominum. 

2 'Twas Mary, daughter pure of holy Anne, 

That brought into this world the God made man. 

She laid him in a stall at Bethlehem; 

The ass and oxen shared the roof with them. [Refrain] 



 

 18 

3 Saint Joseph, too, was by to tend the child; 

To guard him, and protect his mother mild; 

The angels hovered round, and sang this song: 

Venite, adoremus Dominum. [Refrain] 

4 And thus that manger poor became a throne; 

For he whom Mary bore was God the Son. 

O come, then, let us join the heav'nly host; 

To praise the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. [Refrain] 

Postcommunion Music: St. James Kyrie 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.  

God the Lord the Savior gave us,  

Jesus Christ is born to save us.  

Lord have mercy upon us.  

Lord have mercy upon us. 

After Communion, the Presider says 

Let us pray. 

Postcommunion Prayer   (said by all, standing) BCP 366 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with 

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of Christ, and 

heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, send us out to do the 

work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful 

witnesses of Christ our Savior.  To him, to you, and to the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.   Amen. 

Blessing  

The priest blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, 

bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and 

brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen. 
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May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the 

Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. 

Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and 

earth to heaven, give you his peace and favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise H135 

  Tune: Salzburg 

1. Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, 

manifested by the star 

to the sages from afar; 

branch of royal David's stem 

in thy birth at Bethlehem; 

anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in man made manifest. 

2. Manifest at Jordan's stream, 

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;  

and at Cana, wedding-guest, 

in thy Godhead manifest; 

manifest in power divine, 

changing water into wine; 

anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in man made manifest. 

3. Manifest in making whole 

palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

manifest in valiant fight, 

quelling all the devil's might; 

manifest in gracious will, 

ever bringing good from ill; 

anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in man made manifest. 

4. Manifest on mountain height, 

shining in resplendent light, 
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where disciples filled with awe 

thy transfigured glory saw; 

When from there thou leddest them 

steadfast to Jerusalem; 

cross and Easter day attest 

God in man made manifest. 

Presider Let us pray. 

Good and gracious God,  

we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy.  

May the Church of the Ascension  

be so inspired by your Holy Spirit  

that it may serve as a beacon of hope  

and a witness to the gospel for all people.  

Grant that we may continually grow  

in our own knowledge and love of you  

as we strive to use all that we have, and all that we are  

to follow and imitate your beloved son,  

      Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Dismissal 

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary: Recessional on Salzburg  Wilbur Held 

 

 
                    

 

 
We hope you will join us in Ascension Hall for some 

refreshments and conversation. Ascension Hall is located on 

this level through the chapel and at the end of the hallway. 
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                    

 

The Ministers of the Liturgy 

Presider:  Rev. Keith Owen 

Music Director and Organist:  Jon Peterson 

Choir Director:  Margie Hildebrandt 

Acolytes:  Derek Lewallen, Terrie Schade, Seth Clemens 

Sunday School: Jenny Christ 

Readers:    , Joe Crichton 

Spiritual Communion Reader:  Corky Thacker 

Chalice Bearers:  Derek Lewallen and Terrie Schade 

Ushers:  Keira Dodd,  

Videographer:  Dave Campion 

Graphics & Post-production:  Bill Rice 
 

Three Kings: David Sent, Melissa Rerko, Parker Edman 
 

Violins: Cara and Cory Clemens 
 

                 
 

 
The flowers on the Main Altar and Chapel Altar are given to the 

glory of God, and in memory of Patricia Sayler. 

 

 
Supply Priest Schedule through January 

January 4th Fr. Keith Owen 

January 11th Fr. Peter Faass 

January 18th Fr. John Keller 

January 25th Fr. Peter Faass 
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Please keep these people in your prayers 

today and all week long: 

Our Spiritual Leaders: 

+ Sean -our Presiding Bishop; +Anne -our Bishop;  
Clarke -our seminarian 

Those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Abbie & her unborn child 
Shirley Campion 
Doug Damron 
Ray D’Arcy 
Robert Dibb 
Kaisu Donovan 
Barbara Faux 
Spencer Faux 
Stephanie Foster 
Ella Jane Fowerbaugh 
Hope Hungerford 
Boots Johnston 
Emily Junkans 

Joyce Knapp 
June Madden 
Penelope Neujahr 
Gil Newlands 
Corey Niebes 
Sandy Reagan 
Michael Redmond 
Miriam Schantz 
Wendie Semple 
Daniel Smith 
Madelaine Tammoney 
Corky Thacker 
Diane Welfley 

Those We Know in the Military 

Wiley Goins  
Lauren Hober 
Sydney Kline 

Burton McCarthy  
Jason Strater 

The Departed 

Ralph Barbato 
Mickey Black 
Teddi Black 
Virginia Dodd 

Lenore Heller 
Joseph R. Hildebrandt 
Pamela Jackson 
Patricia Sayler 

 



 

 23 

The Weekly Prayer List 

The weekly prayer list is used for those who need extra prayers due 

to illness or a particular challenge or hardship.  

 
Pledges and offerings to the Church. 

Please mail in your pledges/financial offerings so we 

can continue with the ministries of the church as well 

as meet our financial obligations. 

or 

 

Use your smart phone to scan the code above or 

visit ascension-lakewood.org where you can make a one-

time donation or set up continuing donations. 

Please join us in helping to keep  
The Church of the Ascension strong  

and able to meet the needs of an ever-changing world. 

 
Bible readings from the Common English Bible (CEB)  © 2011, Common English Bible 

A New Metrical Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition  Christopher L. Webber 

 © Church Publishing, Incorporated 
 

Salzburg  Music: Wilbur Held © 1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers 

Dix from Hymn Tune Preludes for Organ Music: W. Lawrence Curry © 1969 Abingdon Press 

All Rights Reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A- 736735. 

 
What Star is This Music: Richard Shephard © 2021 St. James Music Press  

St. James Christmas Service Music: Mark Schweizer © 2004 St. James Music Press  

Used with permission under St. James Music Press Account #27430   

https://ascension-lakewood.org/
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Office Holiday Closure 

Please note that the Church Office will be closed until Tuesday, 

January 6th. During this period, I will not be checking email or 

voicemail. 

If you are in need of emergency pastoral care, please contact the 

Senior Warden, Joe Sgambellone. 

All emails and voicemails will be addressed during the first week 

of January. 

Yours in Christ, 

Jim Weiss 

Parish Administrator 

Centering Prayer 

We resume Centering Prayer this Thursday, January 8th, 2026. 
 

Noon Day Prayer: 

Noon Day Prayer resumes this Tuesday, January 6th, 2026. 

 
West Side CLE Episcopal prayer retreat –  

Saturday, January 31st 

Members of St. Luke’s, Ascension, St. Peter’s, and St. 

Barnabas are invited to gather at Church of the Ascension 

from 9:00am – 3:00pm with the Rev. Audra Abt, Canon for 

Innovation and Congregational Development. We will 

prepare for a prayerful Lent through practicing different 

forms of prayer, sharing fellowship and conversation, and 

come away with a commitment to supporting each other and 

our communities in a deeper life of prayer. If you are looking 

for a chance to grow in your spiritual life and want to connect 

with others in this journey as you prepare for Lent, this is the 

space for you! 

Registration is free, but important to help us prepare for 

lunch and snacks. Please let us know you’re coming by 

Sunday, January 25th, using this online form: Register here.  

https://form.jotform.com/253465579031057
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING: 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th. 

There will be one service at 10:30. Lunch will be served after the 

service. Meeting begins after lunch, ending by 2:30 p.m. 
 

We will elect two members to serve on the Vestry. 

Nominations may be received from the floor when this 

action is called for. 
 

All Parishioners Are Expected to Attend 

 

 
Evening Prayer in Church 

Wednesdays, 7-7:30pm, in the nave.  

 

 
Ascension Night Out 

Come in from the cold and join us as we ring in  

the New Year with food, fellowship, and fun! 

Ascension Night Out will take place on Wednesday, 

January 21, at 6:00 p.m. at Stella Mia Ristorante, 

located in the Kensington Square Plaza at 

28751 Center Ridge Road, Westlake.  

You can view the restaurant’s menu at 

 Stella Mia Ristorante – Westlake. 

Please RSVP to Jim by Sunday, January 18, either by 

calling the church office at 216-521-8727 or by emailing 

Jim.Weiss@Ascension-Lakewood.org. 

We hope you’ll join us for a wonderful evening together. 

  

https://www.stellamiawestlake.com/
mailto:Jim.Weiss@Ascension-Lakewood.org
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Sesquicentennial Memorabilia 

Make sure to get your anniversary mementos for sale 

outside the parish office. Items include bags, 

ornaments, mugs, and magnets. Limited supply. 

 

150th Anniversary Cookbook Available! 

150th Anniversary Cookbooks: A Slice of History 

with photos, recipes, and biographies spanning the years!  

Now available for a minimum donation of $20.00. 
 

150th Anniversary History Available! 

Get a history of the 150 years of Church of the Ascension! 

Now available for a minimum donation of $20.00. 

 
 
All purchases and donations can be 
made via the following QR Code:  

 

 
 
 
 
 

An Invitation 

The Plant-Based Supper Club will meet on Thursday, January 8th, 

from 6:30 to 8:30 in Ascension Hall.  Ordinarily scheduled for the 

first Thursday of each month, we are holding our January meeting 

a week later this year due to the New Year’s Day holiday. 

See the January Spires for more information. 
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The Christmas flowers placed at the altar 

are given to the glory of God, and in loving 

memory of or in thanksgiving for: 

Edgar & Esther Sommer 

Fred & Carrie Thacker 

Ed Meng 

Coles & Dorothy Dusenbury 

Larry, Don & Joanne 

Dusenbury 

Bill Hildebrandt 

Joe Hildebrandt 

David Paisley 

Richard & Esther Paisley 

Orville, Geraldine & Janet 

Pelkey 

William Lucas 

Mary Jo & Jack Flowers  

Anne Lucas I. Lucko 

Catherine & Joe O’Donnell 

Bonnie & Ellen O’Donnell 

Margaret Lucas 

Dean Lucko 

Joe Ivanoski 

Jennifer Carlson 

Paul & Pat Sayler 

Princess Merry 

Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Davis  

Dr. & Mrs. Thompson Gildea 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Hankey 

Miss Ruth Conlon 

Mrs. Eva Gyler 

W. J. Davis, Jr.  

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Wielgosz 

Andy & Jean Rerko 

Pat Hendy 

Jim Hendy Sr. & Carol Culp 

Jim Hendy Jr. 

Anne Fiedler 

Peg Meister 

Albert E. Fowerbaugh 

Bill Wofford 

David Taylor 

Donald R. Partlow  

Nancy Reid Doolittle 

Carrie & Arthur Krewson 

Carrie & Capt. Robert  

McDowell  

Maria & George Sent 

Nancie McCrystal Vanah 

Marilyn Little 

Martha Hartman 

Betty & Art Mohlar 

Bob Mohlar 

Ronald & Nancy Weiss 

Bill Cowell, Sr. & Anne 

Bill Cowell, Jr. & Trudy 

Tomas Cowell 

Edward Cowell 

Teddi Black 
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Office Hours (note holiday hours on page 28) 
Office Hours are: 9am – 1:30pm, Tuesday – Thursday 

 

Noonday prayer  
Tuesdays at 12:12pm via conference call 

We will start prayer promptly at 12:12, and end just before 1pm. 

Please do not call in before 12:05pm. 

You can call in for all or part of the time. 

Dial-in number: (425) 436-6300 

Access code: 593523# 

Use *6 to mute and un-mute yourself when trying to talk. 

We will use the Book of Common Prayer pp. 103-107. 

 
Centering Prayer  

We meet every Thursday from noon to 12:45 in Ascension Hall.  
For more information call or email the Parish Administrator 

216-521-8727 Jim.Weiss@ascension-lakewood.org. 

 

Eucharistic Visit 

If you are unable to attend church and would like to request Holy 

Communion to be brought to you please call or email the Parish 

Administrator 216-521-8727 Jim.Weiss@ascension-lakewood.org 

 

Information for live streamed worship. 

The service is streamed live each Sunday at 10:30am  

on The Church of the Ascension website:  

 https://ascension-lakewood.org/ 

and on YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/4rs872e2. 

Previous services and featured choir videos on YouTube 

at: https://tinyurl.com/3c336j6n. 

 

Church of the Ascension 
13216 Detroit Avenue 

Lakewood, Ohio  44107 

216.521.8727 
www.ascension-lakewood.org 

secretary@ascension-lakewood.org 

mailto:Jim.Weiss@ascension-lakewood.org
mailto:Jim.Weiss@ascension-lakewood.org
https://ascension-lakewood.org/
https://tinyurl.com/4rs872e2
https://tinyurl.com/3c336j6n
http://www.ascension-lakewood.org/
mailto:secretary@ascension-lakewood.org

